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subjects or even * slaves' of Jesus Christ, and to each
other he exhorted them to be as brothers.
Thus the resemblance between Christ and the ancient
philosophers vanishes on examination. He was the
founder of a society to which for a time he found it
useful to give instruction; they gave instruction to
pupils who found it convenient to form themselves into a
society for the sake of receiving it. Hence it was that
while they assumed a name derived from the wisdom they
possessed and communicated, and were called philosophers,
he took his title from the community he founded and
ruled, and called himself King. But as the obvious re-
semblance between Christ and such a philosopher as
Socrates vanishes on examination, so we shall find that
the obvious difference between them—namely, that the one
used reasoning and the other authority—appears upon
examination to be radical and fundamental. It was the
perpetual object of Socrates as much as possible to sink
his own personality. He wished his arguments to have
all the weight they might deserve, and his authority to
count for nothing- Those who have considered the
meaning of his famous irony know that it was not by any
means what such a writer as Cicero supposes, a humorous
device to make his conversation more racy and the con-
futation of his adversaries more unexpected and decisive.
He professed to know nothing because he wished to exalt
his method at his own expense. - He wanted to give men
not truths but a power of arriving at truths, and therefore
what he found it most necessary to avoid was the tendency
of his hearers to adopt his conclusions out of mere ad-
miration for his wisdom and love for his person rather
than rational conviction. By his determined and con-

